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For Immediate Release: 
EIU LITERATURE CONFERENCE TO FOCUS ON LOVE POETRY OF JOHN DONNE 
CHARLESTON -- The love poetry of John Donne and his contemporaries will be the 
subject of this year's Eastern Illinois University Literature Conference, set to take place 
Thursday and Friday, Oct. 30 and 31. 
The event, free and open to the public, will take place in the Grand Ballroom of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. University Union. 
Donne has been identified as the English language's greatest love poet. The 
conference presents his book, Songs and Sonnets, in the context of the literature, history and 
culture of Renaissance England. 
Since its founding in 1988, the EIU Literature Conference has provided a forum for 
discussion of great books from around the world. Conference participants typically include book 
lovers of all kinds, secondary school teachers and EIU students and faculty. 
The principal speakers at the conference are Sara van den Berg, Renaissance scholar 
and chair of the Department of English at St. Louis University, and Olga Abella, professor of 
English at EIU. 
At 7 p.m. Thursday, Abella will introduce the acclaimed film, "Wit," starring Emma 
Thompson as a university professor who, facing her own mortality, reflects on her career as a 
teacher of Donne. Discussion and refreshments will follow the film. 
Friday's program opens at 9 a.m. with an interpretive reading of Donne's poetry by 
members of the EIU Department of English. Van den Berg will speak at 10 a.m. on 'What's 
Love Got to Do with It? All About the Body in Donne's Poetry." 
The conference is sponsored in part by a grant from the Illinois Humanities Council. 
For further information, call 581-5116. 
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